
 

6 Ways to Make Writing Fun 
When it comes to writing, the most important thing to remember is that it should be 

fun!  Shouldn’t that apply to all learning? Put away the workbooks until the time comes when the 

child is interested in them, and instead incorporate writing activities into their daily play… 

 

1. Start with their name 

When introducing writing to your child, 

you want to make it relevant to 

them.  What is more relevant than their 

own name?  Begin by pointing out the 

letters in their name when you see them 

in environmental print.  You can say 

things like, “This cereal starts with the 

letter R, just like your name.” Or “Will 

has four letters in his name, just like Jack has four letters in his name.”    

All good artists will want their name on their artwork so, we like to encourage our children to put 

their name or make their mark on all of the art work that they do in class.  This is also something 

that you could do at home… 

2. Use your fingers 

You can begin the writing process with the tools you were born with–your fingers!   Writing 

doesn’t have take place with pencils or crayons.  In fact, using your fingers helps to develop the 

strength and dexterity that is needed to eventually be able to grasp a pencil or crayon later on.   

Sand or salt trays are also an interesting 

medium for children to write in.  The children 

can practice writing their names in a salt tray or 

use the trays for drawing or printing… 

Paint trays are another super fun way to 

encourage writing.  Rainbow writing in a paint 

tray is a bright, colourful, and inviting way to 

get your preschooler interested in writing… 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Offer interesting tools 

If you have students that do not enjoy finger painting or having messy hands, then you can 

certainly offer other tools to use in their paint trays or salt trays.  Ear buds work well for writing in 

paint and an unsharpened pencil works well in a salt tray.  Paper, crayons, pencils, and markers 

are often abundant in our homes and classrooms.  However, if your children are not showing an 

interest in writing, you may want to consider offering some unique tools to spark their 

interest.  Introduce a clipboard, along with an old phone and calculator in an office play set-up.   

Other unique writing tools could include smelly markers, coloured pencils, chalk, oil pastels, 

different types of paint, or even water.  Next, play around with your canvases.  What will the 

children be writing on?  Chalkboards, cardboard, sidewalks, wood, and dry erase boards are all 

great canvases for writing practice.   

If you are working on letter formation, consider using another type of medium for exploring the 

different shapes of each letter.  Letters can be formed out of scraps of paper cut into strips and 

then glued on to a piece of paper.  Children can trace letters in glue and then sprinkle them with 

coloured salt or glitter.  Letters can be formed out of play dough or clay.   

Not only are all of these great ways to practice writing, but the children are also working on 

building strong muscles in their hands so that the writing process eventually comes easier for 

them. 

4. Offer unique writing experiences 

Make writing fun by offering unique writing experiences.  Writing 

in shaving cream is a blast and one that children won’t soon 

forget.  How often do children get the opportunity to make their 

mark in snow? Tracing designs on a window on a sunny day is 

another interesting way to invite your children to write.    

 

5.  Keep a journal 

Journaling is a great way for children to practice writing.  It can 

also be a fun way for children to express themselves 

creatively.  Invite children to journal about an enjoyable 

experience that they’ve had at home.  Children can journal about a 

story or movie or even their favourite colour.  Keep in mind that young children’s first attempts at 

journaling will probably take the form of drawing pictures and that is okay.  Have the children 

describe their picture to you or “tell you their story.”  Write it down as best as you can word for 

word to show children that their words have value.   



 

 

 

6.  Set up a writing station 

If you have space in your home, a writing station is a perfect place to invite children to write.  A 

writing station consists of different types of paper or cards, stickers, writing tools, scissors, and 

glue.  Varying the materials that you offer in your writing centre will keep children interested in 

coming back.  If you don’t have the space to 

keep a writing station up permanently, 

consider offering a temporary writing 

station for birthdays and holidays.  Children 

love making cards and gifts for their family 

and friends, especially around the 

holidays.   

 

 

 

Enjoy the Writing Process! 

Remember that the most important part of all early learning experiences is that they should be 

fun and based in play.  We want children to associate writing with enjoyable experiences that they 

are happy to take part in.  

How do you make the writing process fun and enjoyable for your children? 

 


