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Due to dirty drinking water, this disease spread and
killed up to 23,000 people between 1846-1860.

The Great Exhibition London in 1851 as a showcase of
culture and history which 6 million people visited.
Hanging was still used as a punishment up until 1868
when the last public hanging took place.

The Houses of Parliament were rebuilt in 1841 by
Charles Barry in a Gothic style after a terrible fire in
1834.

Public libraries were opened (the first in Winchester in
1851) as a way of trying to improve education.

The Mines Act of 1842 stopped children under 10 from
having to work in mines as they were unhealthy/unsafe.
The Great Western Railway was completed in 1841 and
large amounts of railway track was built afterwards.

In 1840, the first postage stamps came into use. Post
boxes were installed and the Royal Mail delivered
letters.

Stream trains made travel a lot easier, and rich people
started to go on holidays to the seaside.

If one had no home they could go to a workhouse to
work and get food and clothes, Many died of such hard
work.

Children were not allowed to shout, complain, interrupt or
disagree with anyone. They had to do as they were told and be

cheerful and quiet all times!

Meanwhile in Meldreth

1851 - Meldreth and Melbourn railway station opened; people could travel to Cambridge, London and beyond with ease for the first time.
The population of Meldreth in Victorian times was around 6-800 but now it is three times larger (around 1 800).

Most people in Meldreth worked on farms in Victorian times. There was no school in Meldreth until 1910. Meldreth children either had no education or walked to the Board school in Melbourn.







